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Some, of our own critics have been a good deal
annoyed by the fact that many European schol-
ars awl exports have recognized Whitman as the
only dlstiw'liw American poet thus far. It would
seem HH if our reputntion for culture and good man-
ners is at stake. We want Europe to see America
in mir literary poets like Lowell, or Longfellow, or
Whit Her. And Kumpo may well wee much that
is truly representative of America in these and in
other New Knglaud poets, She may nee our aspira-
tion toward her own ideals of culture and refine-
men!; .she may see native and patriotic themes firing
Lowell and Whiltier; she may see a certain spirit
and temper begot I on by our natural environment
reflected in Bryant, our delicate and gentle humani-
ties uud scholarly apt it tides shining in Longfellow.
Hut in every case she .sees a type she has long been
familiar with. All the poets' thoughts, moods,
points of view, ('fleets, aims, methods, are what she
long; known. These are not the poets of a new
/, but of n new tint/land. The new-world book
implies more than a now talent, more than a fresh
pair of eyes, n fresh and original mind like the poets
unwed; Much men nre required to keep up the old
lino of mimwwm in Knglish authorship. What is
implied is a now national and continental spirit,
which must niw and voice the old eternal truths all.
